
MAJOR IN PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS, AND ECONOMICS (PPE) 
4-Year Plan (Roadmap) 

PPE Foundation Courses PPE Integration Courses          PPE Concentration Courses (selected according to research project) 
 

FALL SEMESTER FRESHMAN YEAR CREDITS SPRING SEMESTER FRESHMAN YEAR CREDITS 

FALL SEMESTER SOPHOMORE YEAR CREDITS SPRING SEMESTER SOPHOMORE YEAR CREDITS 

  

FALL SEMESTER JUNIOR YEAR CREDITS SPRING SEMESTER JUNIOR YEAR CREDITS 

FALL SEMESTER SENIOR YEAR CREDITS SPRING SEMESTER SENIOR YEAR CREDITS 

  
 

The official Checksheet for the requirements for the PPE major is available on the website of the registrar and is 
updated annually. 

 

 PPE 2894 (Pathways 2: Critical Thinking in the 
Humanities). Take in fall or spring semester. 3 

 PHIL 2125 (Suggested. See Checksheet for more 
course options. Pathways: No credit) 

 
3 

 PHIL 1504 (Suggested. Pathways 5f: Quant. and 
Comp. Thinking – Foundational. Excellent 
preparation for PHIL 3505) 

 
3 

 Pathways 4: Reasoning in the Natural Sciences 3 

 Free elective 3 
 TOTAL 15 
 

 PHIL 3505: Logic 3 

 PHIL 2126 (Suggested. See Checksheet for more 
course options. No Pathways credit) 

 
3 

 PPE 3016 or PPE 3314 or PPE 4304 
(Suggested. See Checksheet for more course 
options. No Pathways credit) 

 
3 

 Pathways 5a: Quant. and Comp. Thinking – 
Advanced/Applied 3 

 Pathways 6d:  Critique  and  Practice in  Design 3 
 TOTAL 15 
 

 PSCI or ECON Concentration (Select course based 
on research interest. Ensure fulfilling 3000-4000 
level course requirement. Check prerequisites) 

 
3 

 Free elective 3 
 Free elective 3 
 Free elective 3 
 Free elective 3 
 TOTAL 15 
 

 PPE 4884 (Pathways 1a: Discourse – Advanced / 
Applied). Senior research project). Take in fall or 
spring semester. 

 
3 

 Free elective 3 
 Free elective 3 
 Free elective 3 
 Free elective 3 
 TOTAL 15 
 

120 

  PPE 1004 FYE course (Pathways 2: Critical Thinking 
in the Humanities and Pathways 7: Critical Analysis 
of Equity and Identity in the United States) 

3 

 PHIL 1304 (No Pathways credit) 3 
 ECON 2005 or ECON 2025H (ECON Concentration 

and Pathways 3: Reasoning in the Social Sciences) 3 

 ENGL 1105 (Pathways 1f: Discourse – Foundational) 
OR equivalent 

 
3 

 Pathways 6a: Critique and Practice  in  the  Arts 3 

 TOTAL 15 
 

 PHIL 1204 (No Pathways credit) 3 

 PSCI 1014 (or H) or PSCI (PPE) 2024 (PSCI 
Concentration. PSCI 1014 fulfills Pathways 3: 
Reasoning in the Social Sciences) 

3 

 Pathways 4: Reasoning in the Natural Sciences 3 
 Pathways 1f: ENGL 1106 (Discourse – Foundational)             3 

 MATH 1014 or MATH 1025 (Pathways 5f: Quant. and 
Comp. Thinking - Foundational) 3 

 TOTAL 15 
 

 PPE 3884: Qualifies as PSCI or ECON Concentration 
(Satisfies Pathways 2 and Pathways 3) 

 
3 

 PSCI or ECON Concentration (Select course based 
on research interest. Ensure fulfilling 3000-4000 
level course requirement. Check prerequisites) 

 
3 

  Free elective 
 

3 

 Free elective 3 
 Free elective 3 
 TOTAL 15 
 

 PSCI or ECON Concentration (Select course based 
on research interest. Ensure fulfilling 3000-4000 
level course requirement. Check prerequisites) 

 
3 

 Free elective: Consider taking an internship/ 
experiential learning course, such as PPE 4964 

 
3 

 PHIL 4224 or PHIL 4614 (Suggested. See Checksheet 
for more course options. No Pathways credit) 

 

 Free elective 3 
 Free elective 3 
 TOTAL 15 
 

TOTAL FOR DEGREE 

https://www.registrar.vt.edu/graduation-multi-brief/checksheets.html

