2026 Philosophy of Social Science Roundtable
Virginia Tech

March 6-7, 2026

Newman Library Goodall Room (1 floor)

Friday, Mar 6, 2026
8:30-9:15: Continental breakfast
9:15-9:30:  Welcome from Gil Hersch (Virginia Tech)

9:30-10:15: Joonatan Nogisto (Tallinn University), “Constitutive explanations in the
social sciences”

10:30-11:15: Melinda Fagan (University of Utah), “Connecting explanatory models across
disciplines: a new approach”

11:30-12:45: Keynote 1: Jennifer Raff (University of Kansas)
12:45-2:00: Lunch (catered)

2:00-2:45: Erim Bakkal (University of California, Irvine), “A Disjunctivist Account for
Social Scientific Explanation”

3:00-3:45:  Victoria Wang (University of Edinburgh), “What ought to be explained: a
lesson from social epidemiology”

3:45-4:15: Coffee Break

4:15-5:30: Author-Meets-Critics: Armin Schulz (University of Kansas) /t's Only Human:
The Evolution of Distinctively Human Cognition Commentators: Ron Mallon

(Washington University in Saint Louis) and Daniel Kelly (Purdue University)

6:00-8:00: Conference Dinner Maroon Door



Saturday, Mar 7, 2026

8:30-9:30:

9:30-10:15:

10:30-11:15:

11:30-12:15:

12:15-1:30:

1:30-2:45:

2:45-3:15:

3:15-4:00:

4:15-5:00:

5:30-9:00:

Continental breakfast

Alexander Motchoulski (University of Virginia), “Narrative and the Basis of
Historical Truth: A Case for Pragmatism”

Nora Berenstain (University of Tennessee, Knoxville), “Modal Metaphysics
for Structural Oppression”

Paul Forrester (University of Pennsylvania), “What are the Factors of
Production?”

Lunch (catered)
Keynote 2: Maggie Penn (Emory University)
Coffee Break

Patricia Marino (University of Waterloo), “Idealized Models, Counterfactual
Reasoning, and Inductive Risk in Social Science Contexts”

A.G. Holdier (University of Notre Dame), “Herding Spherical Cows: Policy
Dialogues and the Metaproblem of Partisan Idealization”

Post-conference drinks and dinner at Square 5 Public House (not covered)

Sunday, March 8, 2026

10:00-2:00:

Post-Conference Hike: Cascades Falls





